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Sources for use with Section A.

SOURCE A: From the diary of a surgeon on the Western 
Front, 29 April 1915. He was a pioneer in new techniques 
of dealing with head injuries. Here he is describing an 
early attempt at brain surgery with the use of a magnetised 
nail to remove metal fragments.

Several unsuccessful trials this morning to extract a shell 
fragment from a soldier’s brain. Finally, we decided to try 
using a large wire nail as a magnet.

A crowd in the X-ray room and corridor watched as we 
inserted the nail into the brain. Slowly we extracted the 
nail – nothing on it! Sighs and groans. I tried again. More 
sighs, and people began to go out. A third time – nothing. 
But then I decided to try just once more. And there it was, 
a little fragment of steel attached to the tip of the nail! 
Much emotion from everyone!
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SOURCE B: From an account by Gwynedd Lloyd, written 
in 1915. Lloyd was a civilian volunteer, working at a 
General Hospital on the Western Front, and had experience 
in treating injuries. Here she is describing the use of a new 
liquid solution to treat infected wounds.

We had to mix the liquid solution in large amounts. Tubes 
were inserted into infected wounds. We used a big syringe 
to inject this solution into the tubes every three hours so 
that it would wash round the wound. Even at night, we had 
to wake the men up to do this. It was very painful for the 
patients but the infection often started to decrease.

Unfortunately, if the infection was very bad, the wounded 
limb might still have to be amputated or sometimes the 
man died.

Nevertheless, we did manage to save a great many lives 
through this treatment.
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